
KENYA SAFARI Travel Essentials 

 

Entry Requirements  

A Passport and visa are required for entry in Kenya. 
For specific country requirements you can visit the U.S embassy or your local Kenya 
consulate/embassy website: http://www.kenyaembassy.com/index.html 
 
A single entry valid for six months will cost $50 and you will require a copy of your flight literary. 
We can also provide a copy of your tour booking. 
 
You can ALSO obtain a visa on arrival but the process can be time consuming 
 

Immunization and medical considerations 

 
Malaria 
Tablets and DEET spray/cream are essential. Several brands of tablets are 

available but most guests prefer the one a day variety. Please be aware you should start these 
several days/before entering Kenya. Your doctor will be able to advise, alternatively contact a 
specialist travel clinic. 
 
Yellow Fever 
This vaccine lasts ten years and once taken you will be provide with a certificate that you MUST 
take to Kenya. We advise making several copies along with copies of your passport you can 
keep in your baggage. 
 
Hepatitis and Tetanus are worth having anytime you travel abroad 
 
Typhoid 
Not essential but often taken with hepatitis A 
 
Traveler’s diarrhea 
As a precaution tablets or liquid medication 
 

 
We provide bottled water on safari and at lodges, hotels and camps - Do NOT drink 
tap water, when in Nairobi also avoid street vendor food. 
 

All the major lodges in Kenya have medical personal to assist if you get sick. We also include 
membership to the flying doctor service so you’re never stranded.  
 
WHO Page: http://www.who.int/countries/ken/en/ 
 
 
TRAVEL INSURANCE IS ESSENTIAL 
 

http://www.kenyaembassy.com/index.html�
http://www.who.int/countries/ken/en/�


Money 
 
The currency in Kenya is the shilling. Review the current exchange rate for the shilling. 
 
Don't forget to notify your bank that you will be travelling to Kenya. On arrival in Nairobi (after 
customs, within the airport) we suggest converting around $200 U.S to Kenya shillings for 
souvenir shopping, etc. 
 
Tipping is common in Kenya. Most lodges/hotels have tip box at the reception.  $3-$5 per night 
is usual. Over the course of your safari you will get to know our highly skilled professional 
guides/drivers very well. The minimum amount commonly given is $20 per person at the end of 
the trip. 
 
Voltage 
 
Kenya is 240 V; Plug Type G. You will need a voltage converter, and plug adapter if travelling 
from the U.S or Canada 
 

 
Safety 
 
While in Nairobi we advise against exploring the city on your own or at night. 
Money belts are a great option to store some emergency cash and a copy of 
your passport.  
 

 
In an emergency 
 
If your family or friends need to contact you in an emergency they can use the following 
numbers in Kenya 
 
Essence of Kenya tour - Alliance Safaris - +254 727 359752 or +254 737 581606 
Luxury Kenya tour -  Simon Ball +254-721-804100 or +254- 732- 686079 
Or email: info@exposuretours.com 

 
Clothing  
 
Layering is the best way to go when on safari. Avoid 
bright colors. For early mornings a jacket and/or a fold 
up rain coat or a fleece top will keep you warm until the 
sun comes up. Long trousers and long shirts for 
evenings preferably lightweight and easy wash. Swim 
wear for our 6 day luxury Mara tour or if you arrive early 
in Nairobi and want to go for a quick dip. 
 

 
Wide brim hats with ventilation will keep the sun off and keep you cool, frequently the vehicle 
will be open as we travel so a style with a tie sting is best.  
Footwear - a pair of lightweight walking shoes/boots and a pair of open strap walking shoes. 
Also a pair of rubber slippers comes in handy for room use and as a back-up. 
 

http://www.oanda.com/currency/travel-exchange-rates�


Camera Equipment (See our guide) 
 
 
Equipment Rental – Contact us for latest items 
 
 
Other essentials 
 
Best sunscreen you can buy 
Lip moisturizer with sunscreen 
Binoculars 
Small torch (most rooms will have one) 
Power adaptor 
 
 
Common Swahili Terms 
 
 

English Swahili 
Hello Jambo 
How are you? Habari? 
Fine Mzuri Sana 
Goodbye Kwaheri 
    Please Tafadhali 
  Thank you Asante sana 
Yes Ndio 
No Hapana 
Today Leo 
Tonight Leo usiku 
Tomorrow Kesho 
Where is ______? Iko wapi ______? 
How much? How many? Ngapi? 
How much is it? Ngapi shillings? 
Wait Ngojea 
Slow down (caution) Pole pole 
May I take your picture? Nikupige picha? 
Mrs. Bibi 
Infant, child Toto 
Elder (one with wisdom) Mzee 

 
 
Check-list before you board the flight to Kenya 

o Valid passport & Valid visa 
o One other picture ID (driver's license etc) 
o Photocopy of passport page to carry in wallet 
o Air tickets 
o Money (internationally acceptable credit cards) 
o Recommended inoculations and prescription medicines 
o Travel insurance 
o Appropriate clothing 

http://exposuretours.com/images/terms/photo%20tips.pdf�
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